§ 20. Time; terms and sessions of court, 20 Am. Jur. 2d Courts § 20 


20 Am. Jur. 2d Courts § 20 


American Jurisprudence, Second Edition May 2023 Update 


Courts 
Romualdo P. Eclavea, J.D. and Sonja Larsen, J.D. 


IV. Place and Time of Holding Court; Records 


§ 20. Time; terms and sessions of court 


Topic Summary Correlation Table —‘ References 


West's Key Number Digest 
West's Key Number Digest, Courtsiji=62 to 68, 75, 76 


A.L.R. Library 


Consent as ground of vacating judgment, or granting new trial, in civil case, after expiration of term or time prescribed by 
statute or rules of court, 3 A.L.R.3d 1191 
Jurisdiction or power of grand jury after expiration of term of court for which organized, 75 A.L.R.2d 544 


Forms 


Am. Jur. Pleading and Practice Forms, Courts §§ 45 to 48 (Extensions of term) 


The time for holding court may be set by statute or by the court where the time for holding court is not prescribed by law.' The 


times that the courthouse is open to the public may also be set by law.” 


"Term of court" means the period fixed by law during which a court may be in session to hear cases and transact judicial 


business. The term of court may be set either by statute’ or by the court itself.” Le gislation setting the terms of court in a county 
does not violate a criminal defendant's equal protection rights where the legislation is rationally related to the government's 


interest in moving judicial caseloads and rationing jury pools.° 
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Observation: 


In some jurisdictions, terms of the courts now exist only for accounting and statistical reporting purposes.’ 


Where the duration of the term is not specified in a statute, it is presumed that there is to be one annual term of court® beginning 


on January | and ending on December 31 of the same year.” 


© 2023 Thomson Reuters. 33-34B © 2023 Thomson Reuters/RIA. No Claim to Orig. U.S. Govt. Works. All rights reserved. 


Footnotes 

1 Callier v. Trussell, 74 Ga. App. 143, 38 S.E.2d 860 (1946). 

> State ex rel. Morgan v. Miller, 177 W. Va. 97, 350 S.E.2d 724 (1986). 

3 In re T.D.S.T., 287 S.W.3d 268 (Tex. App. Amarillo 2009). 

4 Bumpers v. Wallace, 1952-NMSC-056, 56 N.M. 462, 245 P.2d 383 (1952). 

5 People v. Gould, 844 P.2d 1273 (Colo. App. 1992). 

6 Henry v. State, 263 Ga. 417, 434 S.E.2d 469 (1993). 

7 State v. Griswold, 374 Md. 184, 821 A.2d 430 (2003). 

8 People v. Gould, 844 P.2d 1273 (Colo. App. 1992). 

9 Eicher v. Mid America Financial Inv. Corp., 275 Neb. 462, 748 N.W.2d 1 (2008). 
End of Document © 2023 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government 


Works. 


WESTLAW © 2023 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works. 2 


